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Although the sample is perhaps rather too small to be
fully representative it does give considerable insight
into the social history of the local area.

Indeed, these oral histories do portray a way of life
experienced by members of the L.E.A.P. Group - blessed
with excellent long-term memory of an earlier Cambuslang
in which they grew up.
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RILILISCENCTS @ Growing up in Cambuslang during the 1920s / 1930s

ECKZ : House history and situation:
Interior lay-out, e.r. Fitchen and Pedroom(s):
racilities - Later supply and Sanitation:
Heetling and Lighting:
cooking end Yashing; etc.
furniture and furnishings:
Daily routine - showing how families used their homes -
e.~. meal times, wash deys, bath nights, etc.
FAXILY and FRIEXDS
Zocizl netvork within the femily and loceal communitys
Communications with reletives - the extended family:
Sunday iraeditionsy etc.
CLOCLDAYS
In the classroom;
In the rlayeground:
Trevel zsrrangements:
School mezsls:
Health checks: etc.
2UN and GAMIS
vontemporary street gemes and nlay:
Zome-made toys
FROVISIONS and SHCPPING
Domestic home vroduce -~ ~Lliotment CGardensg
Local shops, e.g. the Zo-on
TIEZET0RT
Public services by rozd and reil:
Commercial vehicles;
Frivate cars
SETERTAINKSHT end LEISURE :
Redicy (Cinema; Clubs;
Sveciel loczl events and traditions:

Holldeys

SCURCES ¢+ Personal Reminiscences and Oral Histories
Conversations with others in local community
"Males IT0OM MY «esee. 2.5, (randmother”
Tontemvorary Mans and Photosravhs
Locel TVewsuarter Renorts end other relevant articles




WHEN WE WERE WEE

BRODWING U P IY CAMBUSLANG-
EF ORE THE SECOND WORLD WAR

Photograph: Courtesy - lirs Annie Johnston
(Outside the Westburn Rows)




T wag born on the 15th September 1912 in & brick-buillt tenement
o as ( & CLOSES)
building of thirty-tvo one-—apariment dwellings. The rent for

these sinsle-ends wes four shillings and aiamenng ver week {4/4)
Although there was & mived water supply - a2 single cold water tap
and a black cast-iron sink - there was no hot water. It hed to
be heated in heavy pots on the range. There was no vash-house
end no cellar for cozl or vweoed. There were no lights in the
close of four houses or un the back steir to the four houses
ghove. The way out to the shared Vater Closet vas 2lso unlit.
Some of the families had seven, eight or ten neople living in
those houses. The men were either cozl miners or steelworkers -

those that had 2 job!

Opposite our building, there was a row of Railway Houses - all
the men there had jobs on the Railway. They were considered
better off than us! Those houses had iwo rooms.

Behind, there wes another tenement the szme as ours, also with
forty-eight houses, each with cne anartment. That, together
with six houses above the Public IHouse, comprised our village.
There were iwo grocer's shops, one butcher's, one cobbler's
and & sweet shobp. There was also a Piggery, a Public iouse

and a small Picture House.

Westburn Rots, with added »ressure from the I.L.P., vere
demclished early in the 1930s, condemned ae "Unfit for Human

Hevitation. ™




e

1914

: Annie Mitchell and her younger brother, being
looked after by their zunt while their mother
was in hospital. Their father was away at
the War - he did not return, being declared
"Missing in Action."

Photograph : Courtesy - lre. Annie Johnston




WESTBURN RCWS: Christmas Morning — c. 1920

Back Row: Andrew Sneddon, John Laughlie, Joe Ray, J. Scott.

2nd Row: Lizzie Farrell, J. lMcGowan, Angus Kclean. Sandy McGowan,

¥olly Ray, Kate Shields, B. Bezton, Annie Litchell.¥

3rd Row: DBessie Beaton, J. O'Hara, D. lMitchell, ¥argaret Hyslov,
¥argaret KcKay, Beaton Twins, Jessie Grey.

(Photograph: Courtesy - Mrs Annie Johnston) *
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T wos born in 1970 in FIREZILL. The trick-bHuilt tencment
tuilding wos called the "lookery": neer the church in Brownside
Rozd, it overlooked a grazing field which had some very tall
trees - ideal Tor the crows and rooks which nested there,

The building where I lived hed sccommodation for 48 tenante:

6 closes with & up each cteir — mostly miner's families.

There was neither gas nor electricity. Tor licghting we had
per.Tiin oil lamps and the cooking was done on the range.
Although there was a piped cold water suoply over the black
cast iron sink 211 the hot water hasd to be hected in large
kettles on the fire. Three households shared our outside
lavatory - 24 vpeople in 2ll. e lived un four storeys high.
The wash-house was also outside. e had to carry all our
washing utensils: washing stand, wringer, baths ard washing
tubs. There was an iron boiler. znd we hed to light a fire
under it to heat the water. Initielly. there were no wash
houses at the back, but efter some direct zporoaches 1o the
faetor. eventuzlly eround 1924. they were erected.

One of a family of six children, family life and discinline
were important: the whole family sat down together at the
set tznle Ior the evenine meal and chatted zbout the cay's
goings—-on, etc. By seven o'clock everything vwas cleared
away, the dishes washed up &nd things tidied.

GCreet attention was paid to order and cleanliness: the

table was scrubbed white (we did not have 2 teblecloth) s

the boards supporting the mattresses in the set-in heds

and even the floorboards underneath the beds were also
serubbed white. tovered with blue and white ticking, the
best ouality mattresses were filled with feathers; the most
common filling was flock, but ine poor neople used siraw which
they obtazined from one of the farms. There were no interior
sorung mattresses then. In addition *o the regular household
cleaning chores, treditionzlly, by Hogmanay, +the whole house
wes serubbed and polishedy everything from top %o bottom vwas

fresh and gleaming.




HEXORIES OF CEILDICOD

In the early twenties, when I was about five years of zge. the
family used to walk to Cathkin Braes Park for a picnic on Haster
Monday. Cathkin Braes Perk was known to my generation as the
"Gutiy" Park as it had been gifted to the people of the Ezst Ind
of Glasgow by a firm in Bridgeton, Dick Teleta., which manufactured

mutta-percha and heavy duty rubber for industry.

The road was always very busy and it always seemed to be sunny.
As we left East Kilbride Roed to turn into the road passing
Cathltin Park, there were stzlls on either side of the road
selling oranges, buns, lemonade 2t 2d. ver bottle end zll sorts

of goodies which we could never sfford.

When wve arrived at Cathkin we hed our "nieces" - not oo elegant
25 sandviches, but tasting very delicious. There vere zlveys
some musicians there (concertinas, mouth organs, etc.) and the
voung reople &1l had a dance. The childiren had & mervellous
time playing. We sterted out for home, tired end hungry, but
heopy at having been to the Gutiy Park to roll our Eester HEgos —

not chocolate, but good dyed real eggs -~ happy days!




A Typicel Weshing Dav in the late 1920s

e lived in e %enement block of ten houses, and my mother had one
day in each fifteen as her turn of the wash-house. L brick
building at the back, the wash-house had a concrete floor with a
set in draing 1wo wooden tubs with a2 board between them on which

to fix the wringer; and a boiler with a fire-grate below.

The night before the washing day, the dirty clothes were sorted
out into piles: whites; coloureds and very dirty clothes, like
overalls, dusters. etc. I'y mother made & big bowl of soap jelly

by grating soap and melting it in boiling water.

In the morning, the full clothes basket and all the washing
ecuivment were carried down to the wash-house: wringer; pailj
tasing soan: weshing board; clothes pegs and rope. In addition,
vaper and sticks, coal and matches, of course, had to be taken to
the wash-house. Usually about 6 &.m., the boiler was filled with
vater (only cold on tap), end the fire was 1it - no mean feat 1f

the wind haprened to be in the wrong direstion.

Then you took time to have breakfast and peel potatoes for the
dinner, before you left the house to get on with the real washing

day!

The next step was to nut out the washing rope, and then, hopefully,
the water in the boiler was very warm; you took some out to wash
with and refilled the boiler. The whites were washed in one tub,
transferred to the other and then put in the boiler te boll up.
Then you started on the coloured things, tovping up the water with
a couvle of pails from the boiler: they were given two washes 1oo,
and then rinsed, put through the wringer and hung out on the rope.
It was back to the boiler. You had 2 long boiler stick which was
used to fish the boiling clothes into a tub: another wash for the
boiled whites; a thorough rinse; back to the wringer and then

hung out on the line.

For the very dirty clothes, you took some of the boiling water from

the boiler. Yhile =11 this was going on, you had to see that the




btoiler fire didn't fo out, or that the rzin didn't come on Just

vhen some of the washing was nearly dry.

Dinner on washing day was usually soun and notatoes, or big
plates of porridge - it was alwveys a most depressing day,
especially if the rain came on, or if the clothes rope broke and

the clothes had to be washed agein.

After all the washing was done, the boiler Tire had to be clezred
out, the boiler emptied and cleaned, the wooden tubs scrubbed and
the wash—~house floor brushed out with veils of water. At lest,
it was back to the house with the vringer, etc.. to wait until
the clothes were dry, or if it was raining, un to the nulley in
the kitchen to dry them off. The rope was teken in, and thet

vas the wash-day over for another fifteen days.

Thank Heaven for front lozders!.
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I was “orn in 1929 in the Silverbanks area of Cambuslang.

The tenement building on Glasgow Road had nine houses to the
close, with three outside toilets — one on each stair landing.
Of the nine houses, there were three with a Room and Kitchen,
Scullery and Lobby; three had Room, Kitchen and Lobby (which

I grevw up in); and the other three, called 'Single-ends’',

just had a2 Kitchen and Scullery.

e had rumnning water znd electricity, @s most had, but some

st1ll had gas lighting.

There were four in our family:

myself.

my mother, fether, sister and

iy father was & Steelworker and later z Toolmeker

with Rolls Royce, Hillington.

Iy mother did all the household chores;

not have to do any work.

been very sirong as e child.

He had retreined =t Stow

oy sis

College,

ter end T did

Perhevs this was becazuse I had not

it siz T contrected diphtheris

and later scarlet fever.
lucky:

became 11l with divnhtherie zt the szme time d4id not curvive.

Although & full recovery ves very

slow I was I recall that two boys who lived nearby and

I went to West Coate (H.G.) School until T wes fourteen.
Although it was ocuite & walk it evoided having to cross the busy
I lived in the

nmain road. game house uniil T got married at

twenty—-three.
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GROWING UP I CAVBUSLALG

when about two yezrs old, my family moved from the Flemington
Rowe, vhere I was born in 1930, to a new house in Overton Road.
This local authority housing development in Overton was the firsi
in Cembuslang to be bullt es part of a programme to provide hetter
housing conditions. With a peak vovulation of over 27 000 in
1931, many people in Cambuslang lived in overcrowded and voor
cuality houses, which were generally, low amenity single-ends or
room~and-kitchen apartmenis, rented and managed by »pronerty
factors: e.g. Campbell's in Zeech Avenue or Thomas Black & Son

in HMain Street, Cambuslang.

The houses in Cverton Road were modern, three—apariment dwellings
with gerdens. Indoors, there was hot and cold running weter,
end there ves a sevzrate bathroonm with & vlumbed-in bath and besin.

There vwere coal fires, and the boiler which heated the hot water

was in the corner of the kitchenette (stone floor). I recell
that the cloctie dumpling was mede in the boiler, Instead of a
range, there wes a free-standing ges cooker. There wes electricity

for lighting and S5-azmp power points for: the wireless, etc.
My brother and I shared one bedroom, and my sister. who had T. B.
had the other bedroom to herself -~ she lzter died in Stonehouse

Fogpital.

hen I was five I went to Hellside School and, from the age of
eleven until fourteen, I went to Gateside School (later Ceambusleng
College). 0f course, for me life was much more interesting
outside school: e.g. svending time et the Piggery in Yestburn,
Tun by Mr. Little; doing chores and odd jobs; playing with my
friends and playing football. On Sundays, it was compulsory to
go to Sunday School at Flemington - in the afternoons, I vas
gllowed to nlay football. I got my first pair of football boots
in Simpson's shoe shop with couvons from Al Soap Powder, which =zt
that time cost a penny ha'venny (14d.) a vacket.  Other household
items could be acguired by redeeming Al Couvons: e.g. dish towels -

with enough for five you got six towels.




Auntie Jeanie's baking was
first class but the following
was written on the comments
spoken when eating her first
effort.

-0-

AUNTIE'S EMPIRE BISCUITS

QOor Auntie Jeanie's baking bowl
Was an ancient piece o' delf

An it was washed three times

a year

Then put back on the shelf

Bit noo it's lazy days are passed
{Uncle Charlie's stomach’s achin')
For Aunty lately got the itch

Tae try her haun at bakin.

An when she put a dainty doon
Upon the supper table

He hut it with a hammer )

Bit tae break it, wisnae able
He flung it doon upon the flair
That unoffensive cooky

"Ye say ye baked that thing wi'
flour

I say it's made wi' stooky.

Jist then a neighbour wife came in
Tae hae a wee.bit blether

Anither cup wis there pit oot

An they a' had tea the gither
"Whit is this supposed tae Lbe

Tell me before I risk it"

An Aunty said wi modest pride
"It's a hame made empire biscuit”.

Try yin for yerself an prove
That what I say 1is truth
They're wonderful, they're
glorious

They melt right in yer mooth
They're marvellous, they're
sumptuous

bon't let a crumb be wasted
They're lovely, Oh they're
heavenly

The best you ever tasted.
They tried tae bite it wi' their
teeth

They soaked it in their tea

They shoved it in the oven hot

Tae saften it awee

They could'nae mark it wi a saw

It blunted dull the cleaver

Til' they gave up an telt the weans
Tae use it as a peaver.

Noo dinnae take this tale as truth
Its jist a pack,o' lies

For Auntie's bakin's jist as good
As ever won a prize '

For dumpling's, sody scones an'
cakes

So rich, so fresh, so Kkeen

There's no a baker in the toon

Can match oor Auntie Jean.

An' for her Empire Biscuit's,
why

We'll always be her debtor

Some may bake them near as good
But none can make them better
When Silverbanks is cleared an'
The Brae' deserted an' forsaken
We'll then reca' wi wattery mouths
Oor Auntie Jeanie's bakin.

gone
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Home was in the VICTORIA BUILDING, Xill Road, Yalfwey. This
rented accommodation commprised Reoom, Hiitchen and Scullery.

In the scullery there was a black sink snd cold water supply,
There was a shered toilet on the steir.

The house nad gas light and 2 coal fire. Cooking end bvaking
were done on ithe range. Zot water was heated on the range in
large iren kettles. Traditionslly, Friday night was bath nicht;
the zinc bath was set in front of the fire.

l'eal times were family occasions: the table was set for breekfest,
lunch and dinner. Ag enece ves limited.there wag little in the
way of furniture: table and chairs and a wardrobe.

The family washing was done out the beck, but you had to wait

your turn for the wash-house.

e went to the Zbenezer =Zall end Guilcéry. Inside we nleyed ot
cards, Snekee end Ladders: outecide vwe nlayed bools and »eever.
Zvery Sunday, cfter Sundey tchool, we went to sunt ib-ie.

Cur sunts end uncles visited turn about.

From time o time, derending on the mood, ~irls ccllected scrans.
They wvere kevt in a book, e.g. 2 hordback edition of children's
stories. The most rnrized scrans were the "Winged Angels".

Thev were kept at the back in cellophane wrapning.




GROJING UP I CAMBUSLATG

HOME and FANILY

175 Eamilton Road, Halfway was in a grey sandstone tenement

building, bhuilt approximately 100 yezre ago. There were two
houses &t ground level and two one stair up. Two houses had two
apartments and two had three. Each house had running water and
inside toilets; a swall ecullery which was the size of the space
for a get—-in bed. Cooking was done using gas. Criginally,
ranges had been inétalled, but I do not remember this in our
house. There were fireplaces in each room. There wes electric
lighting in the house, but the close lighting was g&s. Each
tenant was responsibl 'iighting and extinguishing this each night,
coinciding with the tenant's turn to wash the close or stairs.
This was done religiously each week and sweeping of same had to
be cdone each day. The pavement outside the close was svent at
the same time. The door brasses were polished regularly.

The weshhouse fire was prepsred the previous night ard 1it first
thing in the morning to heat the water in the large boiler in
which the white clothes and sheets were boiled. Feighbours left
the fire 1it and fresh hot water for the next person to start
washing. On bath nights, traditionzlly Saturdays, the zinc bath
vas put in front of the kitchen fire.

Father worked shifts and preferred his main meal in the middle of
the day, with high tea in the evening. Family meals tended to

follow this pattern.

—
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FAMILY AND FRIENDS

There were two closes in this tenemeni block and there was a
grezt community spirit and closeness. There wes azlways
somebody, usually one of the older ladies, aveilable at any
time if our mother was called awsy suddenly or if any other
crisis arose. Ho cne was ever left alone. it was really a2
tyve of extended family. “e were the only young family in the
early days and, while we got plenty of atiention znd treats. we
had to be very careful that we did not stev out of lire.
Indeed, there was a limit fto how much freedom we were allowed
in the back. The gardens were well kept: we were not
supposed to play on the "manicured" lawns or to c¢limb up on the
washhoure. In due course. other young families came: the

friendships established then are still there.

Cuite often we went straight from school to our maternal
grandfather's. Every Sunday we were met by him at the Sunday
School and taken with the cousins for a walk. If the weather
wes bad we had to play in the room until tea-time. Adults got
their tea first and then the children: we were conziantly
peeping through to see if they had finished. Wihen vie vere at
our paternal grandparents the routine was much the same, but
with & great deal more freedom. I have often thought that
this was because of the different backgrounds: my izther's
neople had come up from Kent to work at Hallside Steelworks,
and had a very different attitude to thzt of my maternal
grandfether — an Elder of the Presbyterian Kirk.

All relatives tended to see a good deal of each other:
e.g. there were particular days when certain zunts visited
and the cousins came straight from school: and vice versa,

ve would visit them.




PROVISTION3 A{D SHOPPING

A ot of vegetables were pgrown out in the back gserden, but the
area was well served with shons. From the Co-op, where most
veople shopped, the Dividend was peid cuarterly. The corner
shops were well natronised: OCranny Frame's: Granny Hesllaces
Dick liclean's pzper shop; Tov Jenny's for hardwere; ISobby
Doe's fish shop and the East Eilbride Dairy that I can remenmber.
Then there was Fettie Melonzld's, When you went into the shop
ryou couldn't see anything for bip tins stacked everywhere.

She climbed up on something behind the counter and locked out
between the tins. When the shopn was given up and cleesred, it
¥as discovered thet she kent her money in z lot of tins and

zome had been throwa out. People had a field dey zecrching

the dunmmn.
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There was & good btus cervice to Glescow and Hamilton. To met
a train you had to walk to Newton, Kirkhill or Cambuslang

Station. YTou had to walk to Cambuslang to pet the Ifumber 17
iram-car to Glasgow, hut it tock you as fzar as the Felvin Hall

end the Art Gallery. Yot meny neople had vrivate cars.

Prior to the introduction of the 7.I1.5. (1946 -~ 1952), the

o

Doctor was veid by the Steelworks: the money nail

DY 2deh mEn

P

&t 6d. ver week. Tre service wes excellent. The Dector -~
Dr. Allison had a car with the resisiration number AGE £11.
Eowadays. there are three doctors and five recentionists, end
vou wait a week for an enpointment and »ney £5.25 for esch item

on ¢ Prescription.
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SCHOCL PHCTOCRAPHS

1930y

All the girls have short helr - shingle and bob
heirstvles. There are no rony teils or pleaits -
cf. 19208 — nhotogrevn of Lewton School.

liost of the boys are wearing collsred Jerceys
znd horizontazl strived ties, hut one or two
heve shirts and one boy is sworting the more
modern diagoncl striped school-tie.

Knee socks with top strines were treditionally
worn.

One or two of the girls wre vearing gym ftunics;
others cotton rrint dresses with Peter Pan collers,
while & few cre wearing jerseys and skirts.

Sandels and white cnkle socks are vorn uyr sche
of the girls, but one is wearing new white
sandshoes or "sutties" - traditionnl wesar for
the sumner Co-om Gala.

On this occasion. ezch of the children in
Cambuslang wouid be given a new "tinny'":
welk in proceszion behind the leczal trond,
with the new tinny on & white ribbon slunc
scross the cheet @nd over the choulder,

to the nerk for 2 pnicric snd races. eic.




SCHOOL ¢1937

HALLSIDE P.

Photograph - Courtesy of Mr Alan Flockhart
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HALLSIDE . SCHOQL c. 193

Leeck Row:- 1 Al. ¥Mcihinnie 2. David Borle
3. 4lex, Greer {Flemington); 4. (Loanend)
5. (Fermer's son) 6. Tom Forrest
7. Jim Rammidge
4th Row:-— 1. Don 2.
3. Alex 4. David Pringle
5. Tom lorton 6. Alan Flockhart
7. Scott laxwell 8. Willie FKcPheeters
3rd Row:~ 1. 2. Hestie
3. 4. EcGowan
5. ¥llen Guthrie 6.
T. 8.
G.
2nd Row:-— 1. Jemieson P ¥YcLachlan {Cverton Rd.)
3. 4. Semple (s'estburn;
5. Bonland 6.
T 8.
9, Vershall 10 Mexwell (Iellside)
Front Row:— 1. Valerie {Sleepy Valley - back of church)
2.
3. Teit (killed by & brick lorry)
4.

Teacher: -
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SCHOCLDAYS

Classes tended to be large. Smart puvils sat at the back of the
room and those less able sat at the front. The classroom vas
tiered; double desks with seat combined; the girls sat at one
side of the room and the boys at the other. Everyone did the
same work at the same time and the belt weas used often on both
£irls and boys. I don't recall any noise in classrooms. At
vrimary (Gateside)_you knew zlmost everyone vwho attended, and

normally play would be with classmates rather than the friends

you would vley with at honme. Boys' end girls' playerounds vere
geparate: the Janitor was on hand to enforce this. The games
Wwe played were ropes, singing games znd bells. Sometimes we

praciised various dances such as the country dencing which wes
being taught in the school. 1 hzd to walk to rrimary school.
but when I went to the academy T went by bus usine a monthly

rass which had to be purchased by my verents. I usually went
home for lunch, but when I had to stay I preferred londay.
Thursdey or Friday. Mondsys and Thursdeys were soun zhd steamed
pudding deys and that wasn't too bsd. Friders were usually
something like sausage and mashed votatces, but lednesday vwes

"mince and whitewash" day - to be avoided if possible.

The school nurse (I think she was called the CGreen Lady) came to
examine our heads. Those with dirty heads were kept until +he
end and came back to the class with a letter, and so, as
everyone knew who had nits, they were given a wide berth until it
had gone out of our minds. General cleanliness was also
checked frecuently. If yourztbit reelie-wallie or peekie

(not very strong)., or indeed, if your mother thought you were -
like mine - you were sent down to the Clinic at Johnstone Drive
for the dreaded Sunlight Treatment.

The dentist also came round on a regular basis, and I remember
that there were ledical Examinations when your mother had to

attend,




FEMORIRES COF CHILDIGOD

A Tullaby

Birdie, birdie, blow your horn,

A' the xye's among the corn.

A' but sne, o' but iwo, &' but Isa's wee broon coo
Coming hame roarin' fu', fu', fu'!l

A Tulleby

4 begger man came over yon lea,

Seeking heove &nd cherity, seeking hope and charity:

"Could you heln a beggar man
Lassie wi' the tow - row - row 7V

A 8ong of my Childhood Mane ¢ "The TFritish CGrenadiers"

J'a Uncle Tam fraze Glesca cam. 2lang wi' me Aunty Jenny:

e gegid I wee 2 braw wee lad, and he gied me 2 btraw

new DNENNY .

I went to buy some candy rock, an' I fell in wi' wee {'Hare;

Ah gied him 2 sook o' ma candy rock, for a len' o!

his bravw new berra,

But noo, the tonnie wee barra's mine, it disnce bélong to vwee C'dere.

Yor the fly wee bloke. he stuck to my rock,
So I'm gaun tee stick tee his barra.




SEIPPIRG RIYHES LCCAL

I went to see, to see t'see

To see 1f he would marry me;

But all that I could see, sece, sece,

Was the bottom of the deep biue sea, sea, sea.

Eevie - Ivie, turn the ropes over,
Over, over:

In zmongst the clover.

5 -10 -15 - 20 - 25 - 30 ete.

The big ship sailing in the ealy-slly-C,
Faly-elly-0, ealy-ally—C:

The big ship sziling throush the ezly-zlly-i,
On the 19th of December.

¥y fether was a cavytain in the eslyv-ally—G.
Bely-ally-C, ealy-ally-Q:

Hy father wes & cavtain in the esly-elly-0,
On the 19th of Tecember.

Kztie in the kitchen
Join' a little stitchint,
In jumos the bogey man
ird out Jjumps che.

On a mountain stznds a lady:

who she is I do not know.

She is young and she is pretty:

She is the girl from the golden city.

The wind, the wind, the wind blows high
Snovflekes falling from the sky.

{Girl's name) says she'll die

If she doesn't getes boy with a tertan tie.

He is handsome, he is pretty,

He is the boy from Mew York City.
He is the boy from 1 - 2 - 3,
Come and tell me who is he.

VERSTCIS

(People cawing would now confer, to decide on & boy's name)

{Boy's name) sszys he loves her,
( " ) says he loves her.
(. LU seys he loves her,

's got a wife.

FK chewing gum

Penny a packet

First you chew it

Then you crack it

Then you stick it

To the o0ld man's jacket.




CHILDREL'S RHYLES

Ily mother said - that I never should
Pley with the gypsies - in the wvood.

If T did she would say:
Disobey, disobey.

Peas brose again lammy,
Peas brose egain.

"Naughty eirl, to disobey.
Zaughty girl, to disobey."

You feed me like & blackbird -

in' me yer only wean.

Leroplane Leds:-—

1 -2 -3 & leerie;
4 -5 —6 & leeries
7-8 -9 & leerie:

10 &a leerie Postman.

1l -2 -3 a leerie;
I saw Jock lcleerie
Sittin' on his bum—-tel-eerie

“ursin' Shirley Temvle.

I'm Shirley Temvle.

An' I've got curly heir .......

r2 § 4

l/ b 3

/0 7 Z

9 § /

SCUARE EEDS or HOUSE-EEDS:-
these were more difficult
and played by the older

cirls in vprimary school.



FUN ATD GANYS

He vlayed "I Spy" - sometimes with a limit on the distance to

set the boundzries of the geme. The usuzl seasonal games were
vlayed: ropes; beds; “knock the can"i 'chap door - run fast";
wee houses and showvs using btite of broken china as money.

Pies and cakes were made out of mud. Peevers were macde in the
steelwork, but if you did not have one & Cherry Blossom shoe
polish tin had to do. Runners for sledges were also made in
the steelwork. and for bogies the wheels off old vrams were used.
The ewing verks vere well used end we had the fields to run in
and explore. Sometimes ve played around the brickworks and pit;
the bings were zlso an ettraction. This was an ideal snot for

guoiting . A vowular n»ley esrea was around the Cethkin flagvole.

ENTERTAINIIINT ATD LEISURS

e had the radio. vhich rnlayed when the homework wes done and
when father wasn't on the nishtshift. The nearest cinemas vere
the Ritz, Sevoy and EZmpire (Zue Nouse) in Cambuzlang or the
Broadwey in Blentrre. Any clubs tended to te connected to the
church - uniformed organizations. The local Ebenezer Hell had
great nights, for singing znd listening to a speaker (7).

You zot tea and cekes and sweeties going out the door.

A1l the Sundey School Trips were loczl svenis, es wes the Co
Cala, Holideys were svent cuite often at home, but it was
cuite the thins for crowds of neighbours to go on a dey trips
which had been organised by @ loczl group of people. The

Clyde Coast was the most populer destination for holidays.




RORRISTON KISSION BITLE CLASS

From the sge of fifteen or ~ixteen (1933 - 1934), T attended a
most unusual (for that time, anywey) Dible Class which was hel@
in the lorriston IYission Church (now demolished) in Church Street,

Canbuslang. It wes attached to the 0ld Parish Church in Kirkhill.

The Bible Cless was unusuzl in that there was & regular atiendance

of between ACO and 500 every Sunday at the service from 5 ».m. to

O~

Demm, The minister, the Rev. George Arnott., wos 2 real friend

of the young peowvle, and seemned to understend their needs.

we sang a2ll the old Redemvtion fymns and learned to haTmonise with
them. Instead of the organ, we hed a Jazz Band: we sang the old
favourites and some of our members sang solos. A11 the boys sat
on one side of the Church and the girls on the other, but that
didn't stop dstes being made — many & marrizge sterted off zt the

Bible Class!

Alasg, vwhen the Yar Years came along, we lost so mzny of our boys
b tl] 5
(end girls), and Lkr. Arnott died in 19423 but it was still =2

megical time to remember.
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ROTHESAY PIER : MOVING PICTURES

Family at the stert of their
summer hcliday in Rothesey - a
rented cottage for two weeks.

(early 1930s)

Photerraph : Courtesy — Vrs Annie Johnsion




POPULAR SCHGS OF THE 1930s

1930

On the Sunny side of the Street
5t. James Infirmery

Amy, Wonderful imy

Sleepy Lagoon

someday I'11 Find You

Havppy Days Are Here Again
Tiptoe through the Tulips

1932

Had about the Loy
Ain't it Crand to be
Blooming +ell lead
Brother. Can You Spare & Dime?
Kight and Day
shuffle off to Buffalo

1934

Isle of Cavri

I'11 Tollow iy Secret Heart

Cle Faithful

Wlth Her Head Tucked
Underneath Her Arm

Smoke Gets in Your Eyes

1936

These Foolish Things

Did your iother come from
Ireland

The Fleet's in Fort Again

The Touch of Your Lips

1938

Blue Skies are round the
Corner

I'11 Walk Beside You

Little Drummer ZBoy

The Lambeth ¥Walk

IMusic, laestro, Flease

WYhistle While You Work

193]

Goodnight Sweetheart

cally

You cre my Heart's Delight

Life is Just & Fowl of Cherries
I'm Heppy vhen I'm Hiking

1933

Teddy ears' Ficgnic
There's Scomething zkout & Yoldier
Yiho's LAfreid of the 2ig Bad Yolf?

1935

Red Szils in the Sunset

Wny Dic She Fall for the
Leader of the Bend

Dinner for one, Fleazsge, Janec

OCn the Good Ship Lollipown

inything Coes (Cole Torter)

1937

Leanings on a2 Lamp-post
Welter, Lead me to the Alter
She's My Lovely

A Tiiece Cup of Tea

1've Got You Under Ky Skin

1939

segin the Beguine

Run Rab®bit Zun

South of the Border

Wish me Luck as you Have me
Goodtye

He'll Heet Again

There'll Always 3e an England




.

VILES OF TYW 1230s

1630 —
The Love Farale — Hzurice Ohevaliler snd Jeoreite 'nelloneld

£11 GCuiet on the Zestern vront
Journev's Iind

Disreeli - Ceorge Arliess
Hell's fingels — Jeen Harlow

1631~

Flovers and Trees - Lisney's firsi technicolour cartoon
City Lichts - Cheriie Chernlin
The Hlue Angel - Yerlene Zietrich

1922:~

3811y in Gur Alley — Cracie ¥ields
he Ghost Train — Cicely Jourtneidge ond Jack ‘Tulbert
Soodnirnt Vienna -~ Jezcik ruchenan

1933~

Scavalcade @ Disns uynyard cnd Jlive Zrook

Crand Zotel - Creta Carto

The Sood Jomrenions —~ Jessle Natthews Jokn Tielgucd

The Sicn of the Jross — Lhorles Leushton znd Jrederick Tersh
She Done Him Y“rong - liee Vest

The Face of Zritcin — documentary by Paul Rothe

Finge Kong

1934:-

The Frivrte Life of lenry VIII - Charles Leushion
The Dmveror Jones — Peul Roteson

The Thin ien - wyrng Loy and »illism Fowell

The Barre-te of Vimpole Street — forma Cheerer and Charles Laughion
Ivercreen - Jesegie latthews

Duck Soun - The larx Brothers

fbueen Christina - Oreta Garbo

Fell OQuwyn - Anna Leagle

1935:-

Clive of Indis — Emlyn silliams

Robertz znd the Gay Divorce — Fred Astaire end Ginger Rogers
The Thirty-nine Steps — Robert Donet

Sanders of the River - Paul Robeson and Leslie BHanks

David Comnoerfield — Freddie Dartholomew

The Scarlet Pimpernel - Leslie Howerd and lerle Oberon
Mickey louse appeared in colour for the firgt time

1936¢ -
lir Deeds Goes to Town - Gary Cooper
lHodern Times — Charlie Chaplin

Things to Come
"he Grezt siefield - William Powell and Fyrna Loy




TTILLS. OIF THI 1930s continued

1937:~

Three Smart Girls - Deanna Durbin
Show Soat - Pazul Robeson

Oh, Mr Porter - Will Hay

Lost Horizon — Honald Colmean
Camille -~ Grets Garbo

1938: -

Snow Y¥hite aznd the Seven Dwarfs - Disney
The Prisoner of Zenda - Ronsld Coimen
Sixty Glorious Yesrs - Annz Heesgle

The Good Barth - Paul kurni

The Lady Venishes - directed by Hitchcock

1939: -

The <itodel - Robkert Donat and Rzlvh Richerdson
Pyegmalion - wendy iIillier and Leslie [owerd

Dark Victory - deite Devis

dutherine Heights - Laurence Clivier and lerle Cbkeron
Finpocchio — Iisney

The Lion Hes Hings - Relvh Richzardson




Early 1930s t Westburn

Mothers and babies tazke time off for
a neighbourly chat.

Photograph : Courtesy - lrs innie Johnston




Fother and daughter : Caledonian Terrace - 1934

Photograph : Courtesy Yrs Annie Johnston




WORKIKG IN CALEBUSLAMG : TINES REMBMBERED

Genersl onportunities - loeczl or commuting

The Teenage Years - Leaving School a1t 14

First Job

First Tay

Apovrenticeship and Training

Type of Work within Organisation

working Conditions

Employee 'ielfare Schemes e.g. Mutuality
Day Off - Recreation and Leisure
Holidays — entitlement, vneid or unpeid leave of absence
Socizl and Recreational zctivities connected to workvlace -
g.g. Horks Sporting Leagues or Teams;

Special Events and Qutings

Moving on - After nuzlification or being "Time-served"
Regrading; Promotion
¥eture of ¥ork
Fetworks and Clubs

-

After Verriage — Cevendent femilies

Job Zecurity — Life on the Dole
Adzpting to Change - liecharisetion
Sdutomation
Few Technologies

Llternative employment

Commarisons over the Decades

Contemnorary work ovportunities

Bart-time work

Tomen zt Yiork

Standard of,Living

PERSONAL EAPERIENCES OF WORKING Il CANMBUSLAXNG : ORAL and

Clubs

W RITTEN




LY PIRST JOB

I left school on a Fridey in liorch, 1932, aged 14 yeors, and
started work on the Ionday. I rot 2 job with a leading local
grocery shop as a cash—girl. end I received the nrincely sum of
ten shillings (50n.) ner week as my vwares. Py Jjob was to cive
chenge to the 2ssgisgtents - S5 men and 5 vomen — kKeep treck of ell
roods delivered to the shon, keen the daily accounts bock, issue
weekly and monthly esccounts fto regular customers and tzke
telenhone mecssages. T 2lso hod to keevn the biscuit ceses clean
and filled un» with fresh biscuits, and indeed, help out in a
veriety of ways vwherever I wes neecded, for instence, I had io
rub the black nuddings with fet znd vneint kipvers with olive oil

in order to meke them look moist znd fresh.

I started my dzy &t & &.m. and finished vhen the work wes done,
sometime between 7 o'clock and 9.30 n.m., vwith an hour and 2 half
off for my lunch. “hen the shom» shut zt 6 p.m. end I had my
cash vwork done, I had to helv the female staff to weigh and beg
sugar, cereazls, flour, etc. into 1 1b. and 21b. tags and fiour
into 3% 1b. and 7 1b. bags - no vrenacked food then! During
this time, the male staff skinned, boned and rolled hams, nrinted
butter vats using a svecial embossed wooden stam»ing tool,
scraved the thick skin off cheeses and tested eggs. Holding
three eggs in each hend, the assistant would hold them over a
light, or "candle" them: 1if the ergs vwere transperent, they

were good.

Ye had to buy our own overalls: we vaid & smsll sum each week,
deducted from our wages, until they were paid. In zddition, we

had to pay for our laundry.

Each Saturday, we were .allowed by the Firm sixpence to buy our
tea, 25 the shop was open until % o.m. Our lianager decided to
mut our money into the shop cash to keep our stack good. The
staff got an assortiment of sandwiches made up with any bits of
cooked meats that were broken or unlikely to be sold and any

unsold or broken czkes for tea.




During this period, you just couldn't comnlein as jobe were so
ihard to {ind. After two years, I wes off ill for eight 1o nins
weeks, and T received a letter, terminatings my employment.
Jovever, I wasn'it long in finding erother job, and found 2 rreat

imnrovenent in my wvorking conditions.

Iy new Job was with Coorer » Jo., Howerd Street, Glasgow — a very
well knoun srocery business, vwith & remutstion for rurlity tes

ené coffee bvlending.

I sterted work in the Pecking Hell, where there were tesme of ien

vorking at a long teble making un orders for delivery to 2z wide

area of Scotland, There was clso ¢ "Steemer DNensrtment" vhere
oerders for the Islands vere made un rnd sent by stecaner. Some

of the remote Western Hebridean Inlands weid their zccounts nertly

by lengths of tweed, which vresumably, the Firm sold.

The hours vere 8 a.m, — % ».i2. one veek and 2 2.m. — & D.m. ihe
next, with an hour off for lunch. There wee 2 Steff Canteen
vhere we could have soun at one vernny (1d) 2 nlete, rmeat znd
potatoes cost fournence (4d) end pudding wes one nenny (1d):
hovever, it was seldom that ve could afford the full meal.

e were recuired to wvork late, until 9 o'clock, one evening cach
week: we vere gpiven a high ftez for our vork; if we worked an
extra night, we got our tea and one shilling and sixvence (1/6 -
etuivelent to 7im.) for our trouble. Lfter I hed been in 2
while, I epplied for & Jjob in their office, end I started in the
Invoice Office in 1936, It wes & very dull job, checking
invoices for mistakes snd copyings out invoices for orders. Y

pay vwes tweniy-eight shillings wner week.

When vwar broke out, our office was shifted to Kelvinbridge: +the
trevellings wes rorrendous, and so I wes on the loolout for

somethines necrer hone.

o
'




-

Serly in 1940, I hed rn interview —ith Tho Sovines Zoni of
Clesecov (now Tol.5.), ond T war success™ ] in retiins s Job oo
enk Dlerk. The salary was £1C4 nco rnvun, “nd T e ere
220 cume = 2,30 mem. dnily, late sescions on Uonders end Lnt oo
e = U0 nume end 2020 .. — 1,30 n.n. on Caturdere.

I reclly Liled Shis 857 ‘e D oves doing & omen's job I ot
deferred from havine to exlirt in - Targcs or voriine in
manitions, =.o. Tishonton. Ivery iy montho, of

&

Senk had to go to London %o comly for our continuins defernent.

Le we vere doing work considered to te of Tetionsl immorience. ve

i

e
vere succerseiul in cettins our defernens. T hzd 1o do one nisht
z weelr (211 night) firevctehine =t the benik. Cver the course of

the ver veers, ve ked mer "Drives". or. os we would =avw novadays
« bl e b H o X k)
"rromotions" to raise money for the rr Wffori. e.. Jings for

Tictorv., etc.
o ¥

I left the Zenk in December 1245 4o hecone o housewite, but I went

4

back & number of years leier co o "reri—timer".

Isabella Bzllantyne




WORETHNG IR CAMVUSLALG @ RY FIRST FULL-TI¥E J03

Yhen I left school to start work in 1934, there ves little choice:
you had to take what you could get. Tany of the men vere idle:

Tor every Jjob going there were twenty in line.

Some girls got work up the "Hill" zs 2 live-in nanny or went into
service. Vany @irls were employed by the Rivet, Tut and Eolt
Comwvany in Duchess Road, for example, es "tedpers". i.e. puitting
the threzds on screvs. Others workeéd in the ropeworks st
Farmeloan {Cross in Rutherglen: there wes 2lso Alerender's
chair-vworks; the Stampworks and the Ironworks. Rosebank Dye
iorks. off Bridese Street on the south bank of the Clyde, had a
lerge workforce - meinly women. The Clyde Hail Horks was also a
large employer of labour.

Thousande were employed in Richmond Park Leundary: I started work
there, the first Monday after I had left school, in +he Starch
Room which was of 2 fair size, about the size of =z classroom.

I did shirt collars {detachable then), frilled fronts and the
"pib and tucker" of formel dresewear. The sterch which came in
large sacks, I mixed myself — particuler strengths for nerticular
garments. The hand finishing, which was cuite intricete work,

wes done using svecially designed irons on suitably sized tables.

Ifuch of this work was for up the "Hill." The Laundry &lso had
regular contracts with the hotels and restauresnts and the btoais
when they docked. All kinds of cleaning services vere aveilable:
towels, table linen and personal laundry; fabrics, furnishings,

curteins and carpeis.

Although my work was cuite pleasant in a congenial atmosphere, it
wes very tiring. T was on my feet all day and worked long hours.
On Kondeys, I started at 8 a.m. and finished 2t Ov.m.; from
Tuesdeys to Fridays, I worked from 6 &.m. until 6 p.m. and on
Saturdays, from 8 a.m. until 1 p.m. Zach morning., there was a
fifteen minute tea-brezk, the lunch hour was from 12.30 until

1.30 p.m. and there was a short five minute break in the afterncon.
liy wages for the week amounted to £1 9. Od. — this was gulte good
vay, considering thet shop assistants, although they had & shorter

working week, were paid very much less.




’

Discipline was very strict in the Leunrdry, perticulecrly as regards
time=keening and working right un to the officiel stowping time.
inyone thought to be slacking felt the wrath of the Supervisor.
There was a large clock near the Calendery {rressing room), =nd
she would vrod and jab anyone vho looked &s thouch she might be

clock-watching. Yeedless to szy, che made herself most unnopular.

The Lanager ; Director, at this time, wae ir. Cerry.




JORKILG T3 CAMRUSLAFG ¢ & SHOT ASNZISTANT DURING THE wAR YZARS

thile still at school I had @ morning milkround with the Co-op
Dairy. vy delivery rouné, covering the Lichthurn Road /

Castle Chimmins area, sterted at 7 z.m. end finished bvefore 9 e.m.
in time for me to go 1o scheol. fowever, wher I left school in
194C zged Tourteen, I had to give this ur for & full time job.

I started work as an assistant with J. Howie, Cleaners in
Strathelyde Street but left there efter a few months as I did not
like the factory-like environment. ¥y next job wes zs a shop
assistant with Andrew Cochrane., a grocery store in Main Street,
Rutherglen. After being employed there for a few years. I got

a transfer to the Cambuslang shor in ¥ain Street, vwhere I stayed

until I pot married.

I can't remember exactly how much I wes naid: I gave the full
wage packet to my mother towards the household budget, and she
gave me haelf-z—crown nocket money. Hovever, until T was merried,

she bought my clothes.

Weekday shop hours were from 8 e.m. until 5.30C p.m. and closed

for luneh for am hour and & half: I wes able io meke good use of
this lengthy breask dealing with a veriety of chores. In common
with the rest of Cambuslang, hzlf-day closing was on Yednesdays.
Shop staff were given two weeks paid holiday ver year and mostly
all of the statutory public holidays: Christmas Days; Tew Year -
two days and the day after devending when it fell; Gueen's
Birthday - a Monday; Fair liondsy and September holiday weekend -
a lionday. Staff were allowed Sick Pay, but you needed a Doctor's

line.

With my friends I pessed my leisure time socialising: mainly

going to the victures and dancing. There were three cinemas:

the oldest, the "Empire" at Szuchiebog; the "Savoy" in ¥ain Street,
novw & Bingo Hall, and the "RHitz". Downstairs in the pictures, the
front stalls cost 9d. and the reer stalls cost 1/63; the balcony
sezts cost 2/6. One of my {riends lived in Hishaw: someiimes,

at weekends we would meet up and travel to Law vwhere, during the
war, the Yome Cuard held very good dances. Locally. in Halfway,
there were Friday night dances held in the Co-operstive Hell and

in the Miners' WVelfare Hall.




-

Caldwell Hull., zeross {rom Hzllside ‘ichocl, wrs used for sociel
furctions. (It was later tcken over ty Anderron. the potato
rmerchant) . In Cemtueleng, dences were held in the Cembuslang
Institute, formerly eczlled the 'Social Union'; +the !ezsonic Hall:
Gardiners and the Co-overative Zsll. Jne local bend thaet lLecene
vell-known on the netionzl circuviti was "Deve Scott zrd the Hight

Hawke" who pleyed regulsrly in the Masonic lell.

It was important to know a2ll the formal Zencing stens: T lecrned
to dance 21 the CGirls' Cuildry: but there was alsgo Dorothy temn's
School of Dencing in Cverton Roed - 211 kindes of dznecing clesses,

from tzv to beliroom dancing.

The firzi dencing zchool vasz run by Sheila Yeletiison in the
Institute in Creenlees Road. ' nd loter iaolien over by Dorothy Hemn.
T i

In the Co-oreraiive fHell. zcross from the Premier, lcfulness ren

denelng classes,

Between the years of leaving cchool, aged 14, end teing merTied,
T had cuite a number ol jobs. Loeczlly, 2t this tine, 11 was

not difficult to find work.

The job I liked most was &t the Dechmont Bricuette “orks,
bundling kindlers - sticks for lirhting the fire. This was
nicce—work, and I could make culte a good vage. Regular
deliveries of tricuettes (pressed coel dust) vhich were very
chean, and kindlers were mede by horse snd cart on locel rounds

direect to the homes.




WORKIKG I CAFBUSLANG SEARTIFG OUT  DURILG THE AR YHARS

I'y first full-time job when I left West Coztes Zchool =zt the oge
of fourteen in 1943 was in the Co-operctive Herdware in Cembuslang
at Tebernacle Lane. There vas the lanoreress, un older ledy end
nyself. I vas not allowed 1o serve the customers or to deal with
the money. Indeed, J was treated like @ messoge sirl with the
Toss sending me on her many errands. This veriod wazs & time of
rationing and queuesg: I woulé hove to stend £nd cueue to ret aer
fresh fruit or f{ish or whetever she wanted that was availalie.
Yany things vwere rcarce. Cn occesion, some of the customers.
¢.g. thoze on the Hill woeuld phone the sghovn for a narticuler item,
perheps £ bucket or a lenon, end I would have to cdeliver it.

The rrocers' and butchers' shons would employ & "lessage Zoy" to

make deliveriles by message-bilke stome shops offered & reguler

ey

van delivery service — a particulcr erea on & certain cay.

ifter about & year I left the Co-overaztive =nd went to vork in e
baby linen shovm on Main Street. I loved this joh, but after =2
Tew yeers I vwas pald off beczuse business was not very pood: it
was a case of last in first out, but I was given a very good
reference. Yy next Job was as a shop essistant in Woolworths in
Rutrherglen. After a few years there I left to learn to be &
sewing machinist in & leather bag factory. During the time I
was employed in the factory, I married; when I becazme nregnant

I left. I didn't go out to work agein for about sixteen years

vhile I brought up a family of three.

Towards the end of the 1960s, I returned to work part-time, in
the Hoover factory in Cambuslang beside my husband, working
"twilight shift' from 6 o'clock in the evening until 10 o'eclock
at night. For six years I worked this shift, but the company
decided to do away with that shift: I could have got full-time
worlk, but did not want it at that time. Instead, I began
working with the Home Helv Service, and was employed from nine
in the morning until 1 o'clock. This job I did for two yeers,
sfter which I returned to the floover working full-time. I was

there until'I retired at the age of sixty.




WORKIZEG I CANLUSLANG @ Y 1IRST JCR

From a very early age I had learned to work with tools. and had
wanted to be a joiner vwhen I left school. However, in 1944, T
could not get vwork as & joiner, #nd so, instead, I became a
sleter and wlesterer. I served my avvrenticeship with C. W.
Croft of lain 3treet in Camluslang. Cne day = week, I went to

day school, to the Building School in Janebank.

For my apvrenticeshiv, I received £1 17s. Od. a week. Bvery
vear we got one noy rise. we hed to supvly our own gverslls,
The company bought the sets of tools from the trade rep. and the
goprentices had to ray for them zt the rete of one shilling wner

week. The tools were vwacked in & »recise order in a haversack.

One of our jobs first thing in the morning. was to sween two or thre
chimneys, before we did anything else. The cement work ceme next.
The jobs vere vworked by 17 nes. e had to record in 2 book all

the Jjobs done that day. One tradesman end one apnrentice worked

together. e worked &1l over Caembuslang. Haliwvey, Jewton end
dallgide. Some of the worlk-lines ceme from Crmwniell, the Iactor's
Cffice in Cambuslang. e £loo did work for Clydebridre onrd

Zellside Steelworks. Locally, ez housmes became vacent, the
Stecl Company would tr'ic them over. have them done un end then

rent them to employvees.
x [ 5

Te sterted worlt ot eight in the morning and finished at five in
the evening, with one hour's dinner bresk from twelve until one

o'clock. On a Zaturday, we worked from eight until twelve noon.




.
FROI SUNCCL TC ek

Llter leaving Frimiry School. tho cholee vzeg fe mo 1o one of the

Acedemies —~ Huther-len, leamilton, - or 1o so to Junigr
Sccondaryr ot Jiteside Zchool. T to thre hdcodemr, 1
found fairly treunctic. ~ot ueny otkher unils irom the ripnry
clene wert ¢i the sope tinme. . vere ;Srodec cocoraing to

chility, 4 3 ... etc., S0 zou could be in & closs wWith ne onec rou

On lecvings schnool. zmetting i lob vas no nwonlens cirei-hi into
a Jou, with trzinine in Zetate Lcent vorli and survering. Thig

meent ~oin~ into Glessow. mut most reownle vwho renited office vork

cnd factory vorl: hid to trevel. Toever oroushit ennlorament

locally for ouns neonle. ezneci:lly femcles.

IARRTED LIEE

Cur firet rnouse ves ¢ sincle—end in Combuslong. At thet tinme
houses uwere very Cifiicult fto pet. “ui beceusce of my emnlorment

I sot 2 house. This was & territvle “ouse with ¢n outside toilet
(a first for bvoth of us). Ly hustond vworked 1in loover. htut I
Had to lesve work as married ¥omen were rnot cmiloyed. Zovever,

I got znother job in Rutherrlen. znd ro convinued work after

marrizge.

The Council decided to null Cambusleng down and revuiid the Lorth
side of Kain Street; we wore cllocated another single-end in
Halfway. I loved this house and was very hepny in it. After
three years I had my first child, and we were & bit overcrowded.

The Council decided to mnull down Helfwey and rebuild Xerth of

Hzmilton Road. Once agein we were moved, this time to & pre-feb
in Ealfvey. It was very cold and demp, but reoomy znd we had a

garden, Cne year later, I had had another child &nd was a widow.
Armain the Council were pulling down: this time the pre-fabs, end
the next year I was moved %o o maisonetie in Holfwey. After

twenty wesrs there, I moved to my rresent house.




-

From bteins reletively confortolle. since a7 hushbind had & well

reid job, I em suddenly or my own. Zoover offered me cmnloyment.
which 1 zeccepted. It ves o very femily orientoted {ivi,

sympethetic and considerste tovwerds emmlovees and their fanilies.

dowever, ‘ooking tn the future and myr resroncibilitics. I hed to

think ovout hirher warce ond hours to suit nehool holidersn and

doeye, I deciced to use my vecodenic educntion rndé ro to tezcher
trainine collese. Financially, thic was very difficult #s I ~ot

no tenefits et thet timej; nor ¢ic I ret full nension rirhts,
since under Government rerulations ot thet time- the 2tate Pencion
vag very much reduced if »ou worled.

* X R ks *
Vhat a chenge over the nost—ar ears.
iy sslery on leaving school wes twenty—five shillings eand =bout

£7 per weex vhen I pot married: it wog £36 ner month vhen T
£1

sterted teaching, and nov. arrzroximstely £100 rer day ior cupply
teachings.

+ 2 A . + .

The change from one roonm (7/6 rent mer veelj., no toilet, havine
to eet, sgleen, waosh end soclelise in one rooms to the rre-fudb,

which wae smecious, with heated tezthroom, well-consirvcted with
bullt—~in werdrobes, drevers and cunboards - and reel lusurr - a

buili-in gas fridge in on idesl, large well-eculinped kitchenetie.

[

The rent for the maisonette was much higher: it hed underfloor
¢lectric heating, a commural entrence. unheszted bedrooms and voor
kitchen accommodation. The type of house in which I now live
was built zround 1920 ¢nd is spezeious: I belleve the rent for =

house like this is zhout 200 ner month.

Halfway had o good community spirit, a2lthourh the standsrd of
housing except for a few schemes was basic. Wie had rood shons
where vou could buy elmost all you needed. Although Yrod cons®
have improved housing conditions. r~enerzlly, houses of the vost-
war eraz have not been well buili: Cailrns, which houses izirly
local veopley; Seottish Srvecials were built on the site of the
nre-fabs. Indeed, Hzlfway ceased to be a villege, znd becsme
merely & district of Glasgow with no hesrt. The centre is
run=-down shans of voor standard: most shomping is done outwith
the crea at Surermerkets. which is not convenient if you don'ti
heve a car. Trenspvort is noor. (¢cf. Current provosals — 1995 -

to revitalise Helfwey and restore its village identity).
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THE WAR YEARS IX CARBUSLANG : TIMES REMEMBERED

"o Unlike the first world war the second was regarded by virtually

all as Jjust eand necessary, ..., Through six long checkered years

sacrifices were patiently borne — by those at the work bench and in
the home no less than those in the armed services - to further what
was felt to be a2 crusade but one devoid of romance." (W. Ferguson)

Call up: Registration of a2ll men aged between 18 and 41.
(300 000 aged between 20 and 24)

RATIOFING : introduced &th January, 1940 ; Qnaea Jong 1954

Registration with grocer, butcher, baker, etc. for
food, fuel, materials, transport. (Breéad rakoned 1946)

Exemptions: infants, mending thread, black-out cloth,
short coat under 28"

"Make do and mend"
"Utility" clothing and furniture
Svecial allowances for key workers, e.g. miners

RATION BCCOKS :+ Coupon allowance; Coleour codes for infants,
school children, expectant mothers, adults

SECOND HAYD MARKET FLOURISHED : By the end of 1941 most luxuries
had disappeared from the shops, e.g. toys - children's
trikes and pedal carsy many items were no longer made -
irons, tea strainers, carpet sweepers, lawn movers,
shears, mop pails, kitchen/bathroom cabinets, fire
screens, etc.

SPECIAL ARRANGEMENTS : Shelters; Cas masks

PROPAGANDA CAMPAIGHS : Information and morale boosting promotions
via newspapers, radio and cinema.

WAR EFFORT : Economy and thrift; self sufficiency.
Collectione of scrap newspaversi rags} metal e.g. iron
railings

No pleasure trips (September 1942)
"yn for VICTORY : 1941 Churchill campaigr - defiance of the enemy

"DIG FOR VICTORY" Campaign : Thomas Villiems, Parm. Secretary to
Ministry of Agriculture

Every farm, allotment and back garden must grow the
maximum of food stuffs.




AL ETOAT L0 r CSrhiwmverdsct:  Cunitioness lechiniets:  Yranchort:
Lond="iw1r — erriculiurel workers on fermo ond estntes.
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Uiet -~ recommenced merur and recines

{(_".B. Durins tke Cecond orld ..er vwhen the food merket
Nas  contrelled by retioning rather then the price mechanigm,
the cversre heisht of (lasrow childraa aged 1123
increased by just under 7 inches, while the

nunter of cailoren dying in their firet yezr

fell by £7 - tie lerpest fall anywhere in
Surone.

/

DYASULTTC + fovemernt of womer znd children from incurtrisliced
aroon orecc Lo cefer rurel villaseo.

LiIsU=Z ¢+ Fund roisings concerts. olc.

Izvromrsu cins—gonse:  llive concertr: MUittercug" cence

Lirene

Rriio - flome IZeorvi

ICRALD 1 17tk centerber. 1% - M"lieririec Line”

SELEZZATION: ¢ V.l LAY 1745, 8 May

LOLAL LITLATIC. ¢ rerconcl cuveriences
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A,f!'« V.E. bo.y ~ furrk(v rn.hémi\f restrichions (3 weeks afhv)
& meal r‘t-ducgc}




HOW RATION DQOKSD WORKED

Yhen it became zpparent that hostilities between Dritein and
Germany vere not going 1o te "over by Chrisimas" in 1932, stens
were teken by the Covernment to introduce measures to deal with
& much longer conflict. On the G8th of Januery. 1940, the
rationing of essential foodstuffs begen. to "bring the practice
of war economy into every hone." Foode 1ike bacon snd ham,
butter and sugar would be aveilable to the grocery merchant and

customers in a strictly limited suvoly.

Ration Hooks were issued to ezch individusl: buff for adults

and school chilérens green for under—fives and ernectant mothers.
(Later on, with the introduction of free orange Jjulce and cod
liver oil, yellow wes used for the unfer-iwos, and blue was

introduced for school children).

Fach book had enough courvons to last & year, so many for each
month. Every family had to register with & grocer. a butcher,
a greengrocer, etc. and could use their Ration 3oecis only in

those shovs.

Bach nerson was entitled to a veekly ration of foods considered
essential to & balenced diet - mest, cheese, jam, sugar, bacon,
butter, margzrine, cooking fet., tea and en allocation of eges.
Milk and bread were allocated vie o system of "Units.®

Luxury items such as syrup, condensed milk and tinned fruit

and vegetables were sold on a2 "noints" system. Bach customer
was allocated a number of points which could he used for such
items. The Y"peints'. on a suwecial pege of the ration book.

wvere cancelled by being scored through.




WBEIELY FCCD RATION T'OR AR ADULT

Tzecon &nd ham 4 oz.
ezt to the value of ls. 2¢.

Seusages were not rationed. but vere
difficult fto obtezin:

Cffal was originazlly unrationed, but
sometimes formed »irt of the meest rztion.

tutter 2 oz.
Cheese 2 0oz. ~ sonetimes it rose to doz.
and even un to loz.
Fargarine L ou.
Cooking fat Aoz, = ofien drovning to 2 oz.
ilk 3 vints - sometimes dronnine to 2 »ints

. N . o - \ .
lousehold (skimmed, dried) was eveilable
zbhout 1 nacket every 4 veeks.

Sugar & oz.

Preserves — Jam 1 1b.

Teze 2 0Z,.

Bees 1 reel egg a week if svailable. bui at
times dronning to 1 every two weeks.

Dried eggs 1 vacket esach 4 weeks

Sweets 12 oz. each £ weels

in zddition, there wes a monthly voints system:

the 16 noints alloved you to buy one can of fish or meat or
2 1%, of dried fruit or 8 lt. of snlit neas.

Babies and younger children, expectent and nursing mothere, had
concentrated orange juice and cod liver oil from lielfare Clinics
together with "Priority Hilk." This milk was also aveilable to
invalids.

RECIPES making full and creative use of the weekly ration were
published regularly by the Uinistry of Food : "FCOD FACTS" in
newspavers and magazines: the 2.3.C. also broadcast useful
informetion on the morning radio vrogramme: "Kitchen Front."




THE WAR TEARS ¢ PILNS RELNEMNDERED

I left school at {fourteen rears of cre. end started work right
avey in J. W. Bowie's, the clezners and dyveworks in Strathclyde
Street. off Dalmarnoclt Rozd. travelled Yy bus from Halfwe+ to
Dalmernock. end walked up Strathclyde Street. As it was ‘er—tize.
I hed to carry my cos mesk with e everyvhere 1 went. It ves in
&oetuars vors oy mwtlher nede o cover for it with strens which

went over ine shoulder just lile o wre.

2

a

I 2id ret stey in the Jjob very lons. o onert Job ve

m
m

== o chow

irtant in o ~rocery store with indrew Cochrzne'es in Rutherslen.
2y this tine retioning wes in foree: 2ach household had o
register with a rrocer's, tutcher's. ste., oo that there was o
fair ellocetion of essentizl foodstulfs. Reotion Tooks, with
neges of coupons were issued, end o weekly zllowence wae made for
each commedity, e.z. for butter, snem. tes, supar and sweets.

;

These goods had to be weighed out in the shon by the asssistant,

e.c. 2 0z. butter and - 1b. sugaer. You had to meke um sugar

from 2 sack into <+ 1. and 1 1b. bhess. anéd so forth, ceverding on
how many books you had marked off during each weel's raetioning -
but you knew 211 your customers.

Clothes were also rationed and sold on & coupon systen. Everyone
was encouraged ito be thrifty, to aveid waste, and to "izke Do and
Hend." The Hinistry of Asgriculture launched the "IJig for Vietory"
campaign: every farm, 2llotment znd back garden had to bhe
cultivated in order: to grovw the meximum of food stuffs.

My brother and his pal had a nlot where they grew cabbages, leeks,
turning, carrots and lettuces. They sold all the garcen nroduce
for money, meinly to the soldiers encamned u» at Dechmont. By
brother 2lso delivered navers to them-. which gave him a little

extra money.

I went to the nictures, dancing end Guildry uv at Flemington
Church. When my friends and 1 came out we 2ll went to the Cafe
for an ice-crean. Zach time the sir-reid siren sounded. you had
to go to the air-reid shelter snd teke your gas mesk with you.

They used to lest for a few hours - it was alweys during the night.

Freguently, Germen flares, dropoed to sw»necit the River Clyde, would




lirkt un Cambualangs. Sometimen. the men in our close vwould teke
21l of the children living in our close awey un to 2 friend in
Blentyre. Mis house sitood alone. &nd they thought that it would

be scafer for us. He tool us by car.

v girl friend znd I used to o to her zunt's un at Lew Junction
for weekends, where they hed what were called Home Guard Dences -
they were very food. vy sister Jjoined the Land Army. end later
married a farmer. Zveryone had to be involved in the Uar Effort.

On the wireless, I remember hearing Lord Hew Haw, lr. Iima and

flolly Weir din "It's That Hen Again.” I £lso remenber singing
"ie're goena hang out our washing on the Siegfried Line." dhen

the Allies in ZBurone treached the Ciegfried Line on the 17th of
September, 1944. it gave the forces and those 2t home 2 tremendous
boost in morele. Cn V.E. night we had & bonfire: everyone was
singing and dencing; and the soldiers uwn at Dechmont Camps Joined

in the celebrations. A1l of us were glsd when the war ended.

de're goana hang out our washing on the Siegfried Line:
Have you any diriy weshing, mother decr?
He're goana hang out our weshing on the Siegfried Line,

while the Siegfried Line's still there.

Whether the weather be dark or fine,
We'll go marching along without & care.
Ve're goana hang out our washing on the Silegfried Line,

If the Siegfried Line's still there.




THE WAR YEARS : TIHES RELEZBERED

A Chorus sung by Dave Willis, comedian, in his wartime pezntomime :—

In ma wee ges-mask, I'm working oot a2 plan,

The weens aw think thet I'm & bogey-man.

The girls all smile, and bring theilr friends to see
The finest looking Warden in the A.R.P.

And when there comes an air-raid, up will go the cry:
"in aeryvlane, an zeryvnlane, sway uv & kyel™

And I'1l run helter-skelter, but dimmea follow me,

There's nze room in me shelter, for it's far too wee.




THE VAR YZARS T4 CANBUSLANG  TIMNES ©

Durings the wvar I wes & school wurnil, and so I suoroce zny
memories of 1life 2t this stege ir my develomment zre coloured hw
the wer. tui without me reclising it. Cv reflection. I con't
think I missed having e lot oi egveets. ste. heceuse 1 hod never

een used to them; ‘Yshorisge" ves the nornm.

o one in the family, excent older cousins. was in the Zervices.

I don't remember &ny of our neiphvours' or friends' fothers being

ot

in the war: I sunrose it would be beciuse they vere in "reserved

occunations". e.s. steelvorkers, miners or irsdesnen. 1 co
renember loteg ol uniforms about the nlece. iy coueln merried e

Cenadicn who was stationed in Cembuslens: she went off to Cenade

s a "Mior ZrideY at the fge of eirhtesn. Something =hout the
Co—onerative Hell rings a bell. voe he stetioned there or did

"

she meet him there? I just don'® know.

“ueuins for rreceries vas the rorm, and on Soturdsye, at the
butcher's in Tabernacle Lane. Cne day, en o1¢ lody vas soked by
the butcher (in fun. though I didn't know it &t the time) . if she
wanted & nisce of Fope's Dye stezk: she renlied thst she didn't
care if it wss z bit of Kins Rilly's a——— 2s long as she could
eat it. Thet hes ctuck in my mind, {firetly. teczuse everyone
was laughing., and secondly, tecause she suore. 411 in 211, X
couldn't have considered =11 thiz bother to et food =o very bLad.
ihen sent up to the "Co" 1o »ut the ook in, it was put in &
wooden slot at the tovn, and the zssistant fool each Book in order
from the tottom. If vou "missed your turn' the 3ook went back
in the top slot. e were zent up to rut the Jook in while

mother did the chores. then she hurried uvp in time for her "turn".

There were lois of cest ofi clothes nznded down. If there was
any special occasion clothes seemed to come from somewhere. I

remenber faded dresses and coats with o feirly new tit round the

vottom where the hem had teen let down. Perceles of clothes znd
sheets ceme from relzstions abroad. end we 1l hunge rbout to see
whet fitted who, or vhat could be zltered. This wee excitines
snd no ves the errivel of the cccasionsl food nercel, which went

he hed her chore iirst. s I recell.

o mv CGran's, &nd o




1

Ui omother ot the tutter. vhich sran ofi, to rwie chortbreca. T

=:ted the chocoleto oo it wes derk end foirly witrer.

Durings this peried of retioning, Ve fot ¢ poed leccon in lo~ic
and eccnomice without reslicine it: ¢o cpildren. we uvoed
everything and anyihing to nlay with. Sveet coumons nhid to te
thourht about znd discussed: you une rours thir weslk; mire The
nexti ete. Thet could ceouse ftrouble. Lot ve lvero hud to
congider what we would et most of cnd vhet would list lonrest:
in feet, veluction, estimotion ond Judsment clills.

)

Foed seraps were wut in the "Zrock 3n". ard the Treck-nen
collected it to moke pigevill to feed hio niss. Vewsnnners vere
sencreted and collected. to b recyeled ior uce in munitions and
food fectories for wmrelk:lrscing. Rore hing were collected oy the
Zrounies. and sent cvey romevhere to acke Rose Iin grrun.
Zrovnier olso hed to ~o to the Clinie end heln to roll up
bendeges, I think vith the Red Cross.

ivery day. we hed to teoke rpes moske to ucheol, tnd we vere

c1loceted & house near the schocl vhere
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sounded. I remember -oin
resel thing, I'm nor sure, Gee—muew v otice in zcncol oo often
You guickly could rou ~ut it ont 1o one momerred to hive
clrusireonnobic nooilens, Ve had cormmuncl cheltere ullt ot the

ther were bulilt lote

end of the huildins, ‘ut L feel ith:t
in the vw.r as I dor't recell teine In thon mueh. e clvers
honed there would he riids so thet we cruld 11 et torether
during the night in the shelter. I ¢o remenmcer. hefore these
rric shelters vere wuilt. hiving to -0 on two nighie to ¢ huge
urder-round shelter built in the field «t elleside Drive. Yo
men ot in, ond it wes zusolutely nocked out. A% ore noint-
fathers end other nen ceme, and ve were #11 teksn oculside: I
ves lifted up and shown, whit I rementer s, the sky comvletely
1i{ un: thig ves the Ol
ve discussed whot =dulis cere seyine rnd tellins ver e put our

1L

hewren 1T ... "They tried to bomb

oun idcen 2

the Clvde Villey (pover ctotion) lest ni-ht," or "they tried to

pomt the Stoelworizo I Can's ihink T over concidered elng

2i1led - T just thourht ve were cumerier thin i Jernene begouse

ddebenk wlitz {Terch 1%41;.  Au children.




A Lirypee rseoction of our oud

crimivn: 1l o
dimire nnvone else's promertr. nut o ctesl ihe oGl e od n
conziceraed cn tet of Trovery. we tlco hald concrcoin in the bl
court: on ton of the worh-lhcuse rrooi wan Lest. Je ckireed 011
the adults to come end watch. I don't lmov whot bhinnened 1o the

meney which was sent to hely the war iffort, tut I do rocell =

z. lckey taking over evenituslly, oing e yrert chow of
making cure it vent to the =rover cuthority. Liyie we hed
vought ching or somethine vith the “rocoeds. CGlier children
taught ue how fo dence, and the {ivourite wlay wer o lwore {he
soldier being killed erd the {omily heoring the nciue. I

roemenser e often cried.

Une other time, which hes stuek in my nind, woo one of “-e drvs
the cuntics met lor their rersuler visit. It wee tilien in turne.

end the

4
h

host houne zliweys wroduced ¢ “erle'. suntz iiry Tes not
to be ouldone, and vroduced this besutiful cronge
clesrly remember. She would not tell us how it

ve hod tasted it. Lith some trewnicd:stion it was

lovely and it tasted sresnt. The vig cuvestion veas
1 : - b - {ore " - . - s
the ingredients?" The oll/Tat content hed teen linuild wereffin.,

T ¢

.y

on't think we sufiered any zdverse effects, but the dromotic

gffect of thet occasion, I still remenber.







THZ "PAULY

The povnshon nloyed an imnertint role in the lives of neny

families, wmcrticulariy durins the Dew

H

goion yeors end the

e
difficult times bhefore the Welfare Sicte was set un =fter the

Second Vorld War. S0 long &o

could monoge.

Althousgh friends end neighbvours would chore @ not ol zoun.

it was not the done thing to lend or torrov money.  Therc
wes not mach noney chtout, z2nd those wseme friends end neisntours

also nad 1o endure hsrdshin. There s & silrong community

soirit, but you had to meintsin your {insncizl indenendence.

At one time, there werse three "mewns" in Jinmbuelens.
Hondare ocnd Fridays were zlvays busy days: 1in on the llondey

end redeemed on the Fridey (if nossibvle).

Cne local cheracter, vwho ned only cone lee as & result ol &
childhood accident, hezd the loose trouser les of his rsood suit
rolled and tucked so that it could te »awned vhen rnecesrery.
Another gentleman patronised the locel wswn: he »liyed in &

vand =t the weekends, end so had breid siripnes down his

irousers. Regularly each weelk, his wife unvicked the girines
end irimmings, took the suit to the ncwn on liondey., redeemed

it on Friday. and then sewed the treids back on, ready for her

hushand to wear when he vlayed with the Dband.

For those in dire straits. there wes & local trede in "Pawn
Tickets" —~ at a bie loss for the seller. Goods which were
not redeemed within a specified time were forfeited snd sold
by the vewnbroker. For those with ¢ rood eve Tor velue. end

the money, cuazlity second-~hand bargaineg were to be had.




A true story of Auld Kirkhill
before the First World War.

-0=-

THE DUMPLING IN A CLOOT

Wi' a' a hooswife's modest pride
She'd 1ift the big pot aff the
fire

Then tim the watter doon the sink
'"Twas an act we'd a' admire

Wi' tender hauns an’' gentle care
She'd 1ift her treasure oot
Then lay it doon to cool an dry

A dumpling in a cloot.

Remember when we a' were wee

Hoo we would stop oor chatter
An' gether roon expectantly
While oor mooths ran ower wi'
watter .

Well here's a story I wid tell
An' the facts ye neednae doobt:
Aboot the fate that yince befell
A dumpling in a cloot.

It happened up in auld Kirkhill
While still the Rookery stood
The bairnies may be ragged cled
But, oh, they aye got wholesome
food

A thrifty mum wan morning toiled
An' her big bowl stirred about
Then emptied a' in a pillow slip
An' baked a dumpling in a cloot.

As in its glory there it stood

Upon the table brink

The auld guidman wi'scant success
Begged the price o' jist wan pint
"Naw, naw" quoth she "I cannae spare
it“

"Sae ye mun dae withoot"

He angry leapt an' seized in wrath
That dumpling in a cloot.

He cot the door an' doon the stair
Ere she could lift a haun

Doon Greenlees Road richt tae the
Cross

He landed in the pawn

"Gie's wan an' six" he shouted quick
As he plonked doon the loot

He got a ticket an' the cash

For the dumpling in a cloot.




But when 'Minato's' closed that nicht
As the Kirkhill bell rung ten

Hoo he wis gone to face the wife

He really didnae ken

We'll jist keep blank whit the missus
said

But the weans ca'd him a brute

Oh it hung like a milestone roon his
neck

That dumpling in a cloot.

Oh but the darkest hoors before the
dawn

An' the stars can't change their
coorses

An' sae it wis come Friday nicht
He had a wee win aff the horses
He made his way deen to the c¢ross
Where yon three balls hung oot
An' they pardoned him when he
bricht hame

The dumpling in a cloot.

Noo twa mighty wars been focht
since then |

An' gallant deeds been done

Not even on the battlefield

Mair lasting honours won

Noo multi-stories reach the sky
An' auld buildings doon come
tumbling

But Cambuslang remembers still
The man who pawned the dumpling.

J. M.




BUCHANAN SQUARE

There are memories I'll cherish for ever
Though changes years have hallowed each scene
When every door wis a signpost o' welcome

An' every neighbour wis mair than a lreen
When every sorrow wis but a new challenge
Every joy wis a pleasant refrain

An' each shared their blessings wi' ithers

An nane foupght misfortune alane

The brickwork wis chippit an' broken

leel worn wis the tread o' each stair

An' in winter it wis dreich an' depression
Rain an' mud wis the hoosewifes despair
But in summer when song birds were singing
An' Cathkin wi' flooerets was gay

Then oor lassies sae charming an' winsome
Made brighter the bright summers day

There were arguements whiles among neighbours
To say ought else is absurd

But that wis when things running smcothly

An' nothing unhappy occurred

For should any you meet wi' affliction

Forgot wis the bickering an' din

They didnae wait to be asked lor assistance
Jist turned the check an' went in

No' to staun at a bedside lamenting

Nor sit at a fire an' moan

Their sympathy was active an' helful

They looked efter that hoose like their own
Attended to the menfolk an' bairns

Fven neglectin' their ain folks awne

An' reply if the patient wid thank them
"Ach, ye'd sure dae the same thing for me"

A wedding wis a glorious occasion

A birth wis a joyous affair

While a christening wis every yins business
Where each an' a' had a share

Even buskers, be they ever sae tuneless
Were sure o' a hearty encore

A bairn need never go hungry

llor a beggar be turned lrae a door

For they knew weel the meaning o' hardship
It had come tae them a' mair or less

Twas that made them willing an' ready

To help every case o' distress

Their cupboard itsell may be scanty

In their purse but a copper or tuwa

Yet the little they had they gave gladly
Though twas their last they were giving awa'

These times hae gone frae oor kenning
They're scattered the new schemes among

But they miss how they miss their auld
neighbours

When things take a turn an' gae wrang

Noo when cronies perchance should foregether
Comparing the days noo and then

They pairt wi' the sclfl same conviction
There's NAE FOLK LIKE THE FOLK 0" THE PEN




A pathway now practically hidden under rubble and
rubbish off Greenlees Road once led down into the
Borgie Dell where there was a well mound where
the old time weavers and colliers f{rom Kirkhill
used to gather in the summer evenings.

(A drap o' the Borgie a touch o' the weed, knocks

a Camslang man wrang in the heid) - an auld Rutherglen
saying.

'"THE BORGIE WELL'

Ifve heard it alt in tale an' sang
Hoo workin' men in auld Cumslang
When day wis done were wont to gang
Doon by the well

To spend the gloamin' hoors among
The Borgie Dell

Their auld clay pipes wi' joy they'd fill
When settlin' doon with richt guid will
Expoundin® cures for every ill

By Scotland cursed

While crystal clear the burnie still

Wid slack their thirst

An' sick like pleasures wi' a sneer
Oor Rug'len neighbours aft did sweer
The soothin' weed, the water clear

By fate directed

That Cam'slang folk where driven queer
Their heids affected

An' later on I heard it said

Poets like goalies arenae made

They must be born to the trade

I've often laughed

To hear them say who made the grade
Were a' haul daflt

An' whiles I wonner to masel’
Cum'slang for poets does excel
Oor forebears drank at Borgie Well
To rhyme an' croan

Is this the strain that has befel
Oor grand auld toon

An' that be true whit need we care
Let them misca' we'll rhyme the mair
Auld Borgie Well we'd love to share
Your watters cool

They've little wit themsel's to spare
Who ridicule

Then brithers o' the rhymin' art
While men still play the hero's part
An' love can warm the maiden heart
we'll sing oor sang

Nor let the sting o' critics dart
E'er drive us wrang
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"THE PUOTHER CLUSE" KIRKHILL

It had been built lor weavers sheds
When weavin' wis in spate

Converted then to but-an-ben

When hand looms went ont o' date
But auld Kirkhill's been beautified
An' its long syne gone for good
They've built a gateway to the kirk
Where yince that buildin' stood

Yet there's a few remember still

An' event that happened there

‘It ecaused a great sensation then

Ower sixty years an' mair

The hero worked in Gateside pit

An' he liked his tot o' rum

'"Twas in the days when miner chiels
Baight their ain poother an' their strum

When he pgot his weeks supply

Frae Scoular's at the Cross

He wis lelt wi' no' a penny piece
That he could spend or toss

So he tried to tap the missus

For he had an' awfu' drough

He wanted thrippence for a pint

To clear the coal stour oot his mooth

But she'd paid the rent an' squared "the Co"
So she wis short hersel'’

When she refused he lost the heid

An' he started in to yell

She answered him wi' word for word

But never a word o' blessin'

An' the neighbours a' came rinnin' oot

To nob, an' keek, an' lissen

They telt each ither a' their faults
Their families an' relations

An' damned then a' for evermair

To further generations

They argued through the whole routine
Frac up braidin' to abuse

"Hoo say anither word" he yelled

"An 1'11 blaw up this bloomin' hoose”

He seized that can o' poother

That wis staunin' near the sink

He raised it high abin his heid

Too angry noo tae think

She gied a roar, he lest his grip

As he raised his arm higher

An' the can went sailin' through the air
An' landed on the [ire




Wan awfu' moment there it sat

As they rushed for the door

An' scarcely had they reached ootside
When wi' a mighty rear

The buildin' shoock, the crowd

Stood scared an' numb

The windaes crashed, the grate wis wrecked
An' the flames shot up the lum

Wild an' fast the rumours flew
The village a' arocon

"The Rookery" wis up in flanmes
The auld steeple blaun doon

For a loreign foe had landed

To smash oor constitution

In league wi' yon mad socialists
Who had planned a revolution

But the excitement soon subsided

When up the police strode

An' the hero waos escorted

To the jile in Clydeford Road

Right there an' then they christened it
Or so the story goes

At least frae that day onward

It wis ca'd "The Poother Close"

An yet it stood for many years
Through changin' times an' strife
In fact 'twas in that very close

I started merrit life

An' my freen's were a' dumloonered
Oh I can see their faces still
When I invited them to visit me

In the poother close - Kirkhill

EREREXAEREXN

A selection of poems written by JAMES MITCHELL (1897 - 1989).
Born in Airdrie. "JAYEN" as he was affectionately known, spent

most of his life in Cambuslang:

"T gtarted work in the local dye works, left there and
went down the pits, soldiered in France during the
First World War, demobbed, went back to the mines and
left them for good during the CGeneral Strike in 1926.
I then worked for over 40 years with the szme firm as
a rlazier.”

On his retirzl., he was closely involved in local community lifej
with his friends and family:
"Ilve got my wee bit pension

An' a nice hoose in the Cairns

Twa dochters who aye keep me rvicht
An' %their bonnie steerin' bairno.”™  .....

..
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DOWN _ MEMORY _ LANE

fTould you like to go back to the days when you could take a
tramcar from Cambuslang to Gueen Street, Glasgow, or to Paisley
nerhans, for only two nence (01d pence, of course) 7

You would? - Then join me as we put the clock back to the turn
of the century and rediscover the area of Cambuslang under the
guidance of an older citizen.

Before we begin our journey our guide would like to acquaint us
with a few backpground details concerning the district.

He takes pride in telling us that it was around 1903 that the
first tramecar travelling from Glasgow went beyond Farme Cross to
reach Cambuslang ~ with open top and coloured lights! - and that
the Lanarkshire Tramway Company, formed soon after 1910, is going
to be a major influence in the development of commerce and
business, not to mention its role in providing a service linking
towns and villages within the county.

We now ask our guide about schooling in the area, and we are told
that the principal schools are Kirkhill, Bushyhill, Newton,
Hallside, Saint Brides and West Coats. It is interesting to
hear that although Gateside is to be completed and ready for
pupils by 1914, the War delays its function as an “"slma mater"
until 1918, the building being used as a hospital in the
intervening period.

Our guide now turns his thoughts to the places of worship of
the period, Saturday night meetings are held in the Baptist
Hell. The Co-operative Halls house a meeting on Sunday aefter-
noons, while the Brethern mect in Argyle Hall and the Close

3rethern near Saint Poaul's at Bushyhill Street. There is a
regular meeting at Halfway; aond Cambuslong Main Street is as
good a place as any for the Reverend James Houston of the Old
Parish Church to preach to those who will listen on a Saturday
night. (One can just discern a twinkle in our guide's eyel).
Trinity Church has the distinguished Reverend Gray as its
minister,and an organist of outstanding ability plays at
Roscbenk Church = one Hunter McMillan by name.

Now what of the moin industries of the time? Mining is the
principal source of employment. There are nine collieries in
the parish, the necrest to the centre of Cambusleng being the
Toll Pit (where the buses now stop at the Cambuslong terminus).
We nre told that the Hallside Pit is among the deepest in
Scotlond ond that Loanend and Newton are the pits furthest

from Combuslange The renowned ironworks of James Dunlop {(the
present Clugston site on the road to Tollcross) employ many

men and our guide intends to show us at a later date the slag
rails running from the works to the River Clyde. We are also
informed that it wes just before the Great War that slag waggons
coased passing along these slag rails and that it was at this
peint in time that the steelworks at Clydebridge began to
opercte - mainly in the function of maintenance rather than
production. Indeed the houses at Wellshot, off Dukes Road,

are to be built during the war to house the many workers being
trensferred to Clydebridge from the balzicel Works at Motherwell., .. ..




" There can be few grasslands capable of housing such varying
nursuits as golf, cattle showing, curling and horse trotting
within the one arena. Such an area was Hestburn Green before

the Great War, then and now the present site of Cambuslang Golf
Club.

It was here thot the Cambuslang and District Farmers' Association
held their Annual Cattle Show, the afternoon of which was devoted
to trotting horses around a ring laid out within the golf course.
In the winter curlers used part of the course known as the 'dovecot!,
the frozen water being that of the Borgie Burn which was cone of two
curns flowing through the course to the Clyde at that time: the
other being the Black Burn, so called because of its use for woshing
coal mined at the Gateside Pit,  This burp is now filled in but

in these days it flowed under the moin street and across the golf
course, the two burns meeting at o bridmse near the new clubhouse
before entering the Clydce.

Golf wns popular in the Combuslang community even in these days
and in 1914 the British imateur Chompionship was won by J. L. C.
Jenkins who, though a member of Troon, lived and played most of
his polf at Camhuslong.

I't is surprising and amusing to hear from our guide that on occasions
destburn Green even accommodated football supporters. The site

af the YWestburn hcuses of todny was the ground of Coambuslang Ranjers
Football Clubs until they tock over the tenancy of Somervell

Park in 1905. One gome in particular against a certadn

Glasgow tecam created such excitement and feeling that

spectaters spilled on to the golf course fighting and brawling -

the pioncers of feootball hooliganism?

In this ares Westburn Farm possessed the last windmill to be
seen in Cambuslang ond Osborne Terrace morked the most easterly
buildings built before the war in the district.

Retail and service outlets in Westburn at this time included
Scoular the blacksmith, Struthers the joiner, Homilton's
driry, and Mattha' Forsyth's public housc. Indced shops
stretched nlonp both sides of the main street as far as
Westburn on the onc side ond the Toll Pit on the othoer. Qur
suide informs us that the site of the chief house of the
Morriston Estate in thesc deys now accommodates our local
constobulary ond that the properties to the cast of Greenless
Ro~d on the main street were erccted as far back os 1905,

Remcininc on this side of the street we arc told that at the
top of Tabernacle Lane, bafore turning into Johnson Drive,
there lived a weaver, Betty Scoular by name, who was relate?
to the blaocksmith at Westburn and to the recent ironmonger in
Grecnlees Rood, Woaving in Cambuslang, however, died out
around 1910.

Turnin~ left ot the top of the Lame we cpproach the ground
once used for football by Cambuslong Hibs (now defunct) cnd by
Wilson's Chrpel Dairy in the Main Street for grazing their
cattle. Walking up Croft Road our guide thinks back to t?e
dnys before the wor when cattle grezed in the fields now piven
over to dwelling houses. Surprisingly, we are informed thet
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Cairns Road has remoined relotively unchanped over the past

sigty years except of course for the aren opposite ocur church
which was the site of the minister's manse until quite recently.
Locking down Croft Rond from this site our puide tells of the

old Kirkhill School opposite the end of Cadoc Street. With
nostalgia he reflects on its discppearance during the re-
building of Kirkhill, Then, with a touch of impish humour,

we are informed by him that next month he is going to take us
"fun the west-cnd"!

Towards the end of the last century and the beginning of the
present one, the arez "up the hill" from the Hain Stgeet of
Cambuslang underwvent 2 complete change. Business men moved from
Glaggow to reside in Cambuslang, and villes were built from
Greenlees Road (then known as HMason's Drae) to Whitlawburn.
Subsequently, Cambuslang became known as the "Villa-village"
and Cambuslang Rangers as the "Villa-villagers" | )

Moving we§tward into Brownside Road we come to Weet Coats
School which, unlike todny, previded a higher grade education
up t? the third year. David Newlonds, previously a teacher
in Kirkhill Scheol, was the first headmaster and remzined so
fo? about twenty yecars until the end of the Great War. Our
fguide recclls the high esteem in which he was held and the
ferv?ur and passion displayed by him in bringing out the best
in his pupils - no matter their academic standard or social
background. ‘

Beyond the school, at the point where Chatelherault Avenue meets
Richmond Drive today, lay the entrance to a dairy farm owned

by Lohoar who later bought Greenlees Farm,.the latter farm being
formerly owned by one Badger Young, While moving back towards
the Kirkhill area our guide reminisces about the hours of
enjoyment spent playing in the glen which stretched from
Holmhill Farm to the end of Cairns Road. Many happy hours

were spent wendering here, ospecially if thére was plenty of
water in the burn.

On arriving back at Greenlees Road we turn down towards the
Main Street, passing Bushyhill School, St. Bride's R.Ce School
and St. Dride's R.C. Church, before arriving at Cambuslang
Cross. Looking left we sce shops of many shapes and forms
stretching west towards Station Square. Before 1914 most of
the household requirements could be purchased in Cambuslong,
the need to travel into town hardly ever arising. The quality
of goods on sale in these shops was high, and that, together
with the convenience for the shoppers and the reasonable
prices, ecnsured a good living for the many traders in the
district.

Moving west down the Main Street from the Cross we epproach

the femous Station Square. A few yards from the Square wos

o lnne where loy Mitchell's Smiddye This business eventually
moved to Somervell Street and is now Roscbank Engincering
Company, The Sguare started from the present Clydesdale Dank,
(in those doys a public house.) Any reader interested might
have a look at the angle of the Bank and the shop next door.
This angle ocontinued until it reached West Coats Roads




Behind the Bonk there were houses known locally as "The
Cundy". Dehind what is now the chemist's shop there were o
few steps down to a white-washed house in which lived YThe
Hawk! - an old mer who was tormented by the boys on their woy
to school, To the Square came politiciens at election times.
The Rev. Janie Houston preached to the "drouths' there on a
Saturday night, the faithful "Match Jamie' standing beside his
chair, fnother fovourite Saturday night visitor to the Square
was a coloured gentleman whose specinlties included "cures
sold for =11 ailments" and the pulling of teeth with his
fingersl

Having refreshed ourselves at the fountain in the Square we
look with our puide towards Somervell Street, the site of a
large four-storey property of hipgh architectural standard end
money value (known locally as the "Klondyke'). A few yards
cost of Bomervell Street was Miller Street which led to the
Dyework. This was owned by T. P. Miller, who lived at Cairns
House, The Dyework provided cmployment for many wemen.

The Dyewrk bell was famouss.. .It rang.at 6.a.m.-to start the
workers! day and at 6 p.me to finigh their labours. Women
came from as far afield as Bloantyre to work in this estab-
lishment.

at the foot of Bridge Street lay the River Clyde. Spanning
the river were two bridges - one a road bridge and alongside

it an old bridge across which '"pugs" shunted waggons of red

hot slag from the local ironworks, for dumping on both sides

of the read. In the adjeining Monkcastle Drive McGowan hod

a deiry farmm. His cows grazed in what is now Strathclyde
University sports ground. Sixty years ago this area had also a
loch into which flood water from the Clyde overflowed. 1In

the depths of winter when the loch had frozen over,the area
tecome a mecca for skaters ond curlers. Lights were installed
and payment was demanded, There were some who paid snd some
who didn'tl!

Mist often hung damply over this icy rink,and our guide recalls
with emusement that on one cold grey November evening the mist
was 50 thick that he could not find his woy back to the edge
of the loch, It was only the smell of cookinp sausages from
the local Mhot-dog" stand of the day which eventually guided
the skater back to safety.

a5 our puide wends his way back to Cambuslang Cross he remembers
with nostalgia the names of the tradesmen and shopkeepers of
former years. Their nomes flow readily from his well-stocked
menorys. The impressions of ycuth are lasting ones,  The
plumbers, the joiners, thc bakers, the saddlers, the tailors,
and the doctors are as fresh in hie mind as they were when

he wended his woay to school past their doorways.

and to end on a seacsonal Christmas note he conjures up from
the past the picture of Dr MacPherson being driven to his
calls by zn old cabby named Dick Raphael. Shades of Charles
Dickens!




Cambuslane, before the Great War, had a population of some
twenty-siy thousand rising during the 1930s to become the largest
village in Scotland. Eerly in the century, the area was part of
a varliamentary constituency known as Mid-Lenerk, being staunchly
Liberal. Perhaps significantly, tHe Frime Minister between 1905
and 1908 was the Scots Liberal, Campbell-Bannerman. llowever, in
1979, the new Labour Government found real support in Cambuslang,
thus ending the long run of Liberism in the district.

The first alteration to the face of Cambuslanz came with the
arrival of the Lanarkshire Tramways around 1910, Ths old
Heailton Road with the bridge over the Borgle BDurn disappeared
and a new road was built on a higher level to sccommodate this
"new fangled" transport. :

Earlier, in 1900, the Kirkhill Station had beoen erccted as part
of the Cathcart Circle line. Trains from Glasgow etopped st
Eirkhill, croesing the Clyde at the bridege near Clydesmill,
and returning to the city by way of Carmyle and Tollcross.

That route has now been eltered, the trains carrying on to
Motherwell or using Eirkhill as thelr teminus anl returning

to Glasgow from thers,

The expansion of our village throughout the ysers
resulted in the extinctlon of most of the farmland in the
area, Develomment of housing schemes began in the 1late
thirtles with the .oonstruction of houses off the Westburn
Road in the field once tho home of Cambuslang Rangers. A
larce estate was then built adjacent to Oathkin Dy-Pass and
closs to the Guttle Park, sc called after ite owners, the
Dick family, bootmakers, who were eaid to have made a good
dea) of money from rubber. Hpusing projects at Springhall
and letterly at Whitlawburn followed at the expense of the
dairy farms at Holphills and Greenloses.

1t is interesting to hear that in the years immediately
following the Piret World War, pany houses were built a few
yards to the North of our Church on a field where a local
dairyman had grazed his cattle. No more Were we to ses
"the lowing herd wind elowly o'er the lea'l.

In the west-end Silverbanks was rebuilt, although the
ratlway good station still stands, In days gone by trace
horses helped pull the heavy loads from the statlion up to
the level part of the road. At the opposite end of the
village, Halfway was canmpletely rebuilt in the time between
the two wars and at the end of the last war.

e are told that our village centre, which once housed
several thousand inhabitante, bas been totally altered by
modern shops, walkways and precincts. Yot at all hard to
believe as we go from supermarket and under the main street
.to the general store on owr woekly shopping sojurn!

What then, we fipally ask our gulde, has romained
unchanged in Canbuslang throughout the yearsi

The area of "the hill", as it was known to those llving
dowvn +hs village, 1s, in our guldets opinion, almost unchanged
- dare we say, unspoilt? DBuilt in the last century and in the
years before the First World ¥ar, this sres and in particular
Cairns Road, has undergone remarkably 11t%le re-develoment
(our guide cringes at the wordf) in the past half-century.
And, lest those down in the village take offence, the same
applies to Monkcastle Drive. ! T




“What of the people of Cambuslang?

Well of course there are a great many Glaswegians
among the villagers now. Indeed one has heard that
certain members of our community were actually “brung
up” in Bearsden!”

Cosmopolitan Cambuslang!, you exclaim? Fortunately
no - there are still a great many “auld yins” who well
remember the reminiscences contained in our journeys
down memory lane. What is possibly more significant is
that there are two generations of descendants forming a
hard core of villagers proud of Cambuslang, its history,
its traditions, its modern growth, and most important of
all, its future.

And now we bid farewell to our guide, with
gratitude for valuable services rendered in educating
the “immigrants”, jogging the memories of the worthies,
and giving pleasure to us all. Thank you, sir.”

Interviewing and preparation of
“DOWN MEMORY LANE” was carried

out by Mr. Tain W. Russell, and

was first printed in the church
magazine: Cambuslang 0l1d Parish

Church.




